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Abstract
In 1991 field evaluation were conducted to determine the efficiency of the predator Serangium
parcesetosum Sicard (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) release for the suppression of the cotton
whitefly Bemisia tabaci Genn. (Homoptera: Aleyrodidae) on sesame plants in the field. The
research was carried out at Lattakia Research Center (Ciano Research Station). Thirty male and
female S. parcesetosum insects were released into the field at the beginning of July. The weekly
readings were taken from the moment the predator was released. In each reading the immature
stage of whitefly (eggs, nymphs I and 11, nymphs 3 and 4) were counted on an area of 1 cm? from
the under surface of the leaves which was randomly selected from the top, middle and bottom of
the plant. The density of the nymphs gradually decreased from 7.7 to 1 nymph / 1 cm? from the
bottom surface of the leaf seven weeks after releases. It coincided with a gradual increase of S.
parcesetosum to predator numbers to peak 1.3 individuals / plant after five weeks of release. The
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results showed the predator S. parcesetosum ability to control the whitefly on sesame plant in
field agriculture under Syrian coast conditions.
Keywords: Biological control, Bemisia tabaci, Serangium parcesetosm, Seseame, Syria.
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